West Eugene EmX Extension Project

Scoping Summary

1. IDENTIFIED PROBLEM

a. Purpose

As proposed by LTD, the Purpose of the project is to:

1. Provide appropriately convenient and reliable transit travel time, reliability, ridership, efficiency, and effectiveness in the West 11th Corridor (east/west);

2. Support local and regional plans and goals for land use and transportation; [Note: the Environment Task Group questions relying on  these plans and goals because they do not  take into account current knowledge/valuation of rare habitats and other natural resources in West Eugene]
3.  Reduce the “carbon footprint” (carbon dioxide emissions) of West Eugene transportation
;
4. Support economic development opportunities in the corridor

5. Protect rare habitats
, riparian areas, and other  environmental resources; and

6. Obtain local public support.

b. Need

As proposed by LTD, the Need for the project results from:

1. Historic and projected increases in traffic congestion in the West 11th Corridor due to increases in regional and corridor population and employment;

2. Lengthy transit travel times and deteriorating transit reliability in the West 11th Corridor due to growing traffic congestion;

3. Increasingly scarce transit operating revenues;

4. Adoption and amendment of the Regional Transportation Plan that reflect bus rapid transit (BRT) as the region’s preferred high capacity transit mode;

5. Recent removal of the West Eugene Parkway as a regional transportation system improvement;

6. Growing reliance on transit by the region to meet mobility needs in the West 11th Corridor;

7. Prioritization of the West 11th travel shed by the City of Eugene and LTD as the region’s third BRT corridor;

8. Local and regional land use and development goals and objectives that target the West 11th Corridor for residential, commercial, retail, and industrial development to help accommodate forecasted regional population and employment growth; and

Necessary caveat: The principal land use planning document for the project area, , the Metropolitan Area Plan, has a planning horizon of 2015 and is seriously out of date.  EmX project scoping should instead use more recent planning studies, documents, and information which reflect current thinking about rare habitats, special conservation areas, and appropriate development for the West Eugene area.  
9. Identification, protection and enhancement of important resources in the natural and built environment in the West 11th Corridor, including but not limited to riparian areas, rare habitats and species, which should influence selection among options for improvements to the transportation system.

2. POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS

a. Study Area

As proposed by LTD, the Study Area of the project is the West 11th Corridor, which

encompasses a general corridor (travel shed) focused on east/west transit travel demand,

generally between downtown Eugene and Green Hill Road:

b. Range of Alternatives for Further Study

Currently, LTD expects to work with the following three Segments of the Study Area, but this

approach may change as they develop the long-term work plan:

1. Downtown to Garfield Street

2. Garfield Street to Bertelsen Road (Beltline?)

3. Bertelsen Road (Beltline?) to Green Hill Road

Currently, LTD is proposing the following Range of Alternatives for Further Study:

Note: the Environment Task Force questions the wisdom of including an alternative that would build EmX along the Amazon Canal, given that this alternative would likely not be chosen and would distract the public from alternatives being seriously considered.
3. EVALUATION

a. Goal

As proposed by LTD, the Goal of the project is the same as the Purpose.

b. Objectives

As proposed by LTD, the Objectives of the project are to:

1. Provide appropriately convenient and reliable transit service in the Corridor;

2.  Improve the efficiency and effectiveness of transit service in the Corridor
     3.    Reduce the “carbon footprint” (carbon dioxide emissions) of West Eugene transportation
4.  Support current, desired land use patterns and development in the Corridor
          5. Help accommodate travel demand in the Corridor;
     6.  Design for protection of riparian corridors and rare habitats. 
       7. Enhance the safety and operations for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and motorists traveling in the Corridor; 
          8. Provide for a fiscally stable and efficient transit system; and

4.   
c. Issues

What Issues should be evaluated in assessing each of the alternatives?

d. Potential Impacts

: Note: As written by LTD, the Potential Impacts section is not a list of impacts]
1. Increased/reduced carbon dioxide emissions

2. Interference with/enhancement of water flows upon which the wetlands are dependent

3. Increase/decrease of energy consumption (BTUs) involved with construction and daily use

4. Runoff  to water sources

5. Reduction of/encroachment upon/protection of parks and open “green” space

6. Reduction/protection/enhancement of rare habitats

7. Degradation/enhancement of riparian areas

8. Increased/reduced potential of damaging floods

9. Negative/beneficial visual impacts

10. Reduced/increased use of non-motorized transportation modes

11. ??? [TASK FORCE: ADD REASONABLY POTENTIAL AND SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS /BENEFITS BY WHICH ALTERNATIVES WOULD BE COMPARED]















� Gov. Kulongoski has signed HB 3543 directing the state to stop the growth of greenhouse gas emissions by 2010 and to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions to 10% below the 1990 levels by 2020, and to 75% below the 1990 level by 2050. 


� Specifically, wet prairie, upland prairie, and oak savannah





