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WEST EUGENE COLLABORATIVE (WEC)

BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ CLUB MEETING

WEC OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY MINUTES

July 10, 2008
The following is a summary of the WEC Open House at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club of Emerald Valley.  Only two citizens not associated with the WEC attended.  These two individuals were Carol McBrian and Paul Conte.  The WEC members attending were Debra Noble, John Allcott, Jim Welsh, Tom Schwetz, and Larry Reed, facilitator.
The start of the meeting was delayed until 7:10 PM to see if any additional people would show up.  The meeting more or less followed the WEC agenda of a 15-minute presentation by the WEC and discussion and one-on-one conversation between WEC members.  With only two people plus the WEC members, all the discussion was pretty much one-on-one conversation.  Paul Conte and Carol McBrian were primarily concerned with land use and transportation issues in the area between downtown and Chambers Street.  Some of the issues discussed were:
· Paul Conte explained the area west of downtown’s uniqueness and vulnerability to be maintained as a stable single-family neighborhood and his involvement with the City, Opportunity, Siting, and Redevelopment standards.

· Some specifics were:
· Maintaining the character of West 11th Avenue west of downtown

· Maintaining large street trees

· Shifting more traffic to 6th/ 7th 

· Bus traffic – even the EmX did not necessarily change the character of the street and neighborhood if other long-term commitments were made (by the City) to not widening West 11th, including never using West 11th for light rail
· Shifting more traffic to the north onto 6th/ 7th led to the discussion of some of the WEC design storming concepts:
· Routing more traffic to Roosevelt and related improvements needed at intersections and signage (way-finding) program

· Use the West Eugene Parkway route, or similar route,  between 6th/ 7th at Highway 99 West west to Beltline and corresponding intersection improvements south to existing West 11th
· Other Issues:

· More bus service routes on 6th/ 7th to allow better access to existing businesses such as Gray’s, Laughing Planet, etc. and the Whitaker Area
· Some worry over placing EmX line along Amazon Creek, in the context of seeing bank erosion (bank trying to fall into the creek); however, might consider this route if it is done in the context of correcting erosion, thereby making Amazon Creek more natural, and maintaining the bike path
· 13th Street has a different character from West 11th – less residential, especially along the south side, means 13th may be a better EmX route from downtown out to Garfield
· OK with the idea of EmX route on West 11th west of Garfield , etc. if it can be made to work, especially not taking away (all) the left-turn lanes
· A left-turn lane with West 11th’s narrow right-of-way led to discussion, led by Tom Schwetz, of a 11th/ 6th Street couplet within the context of each half of the couplet being designed using multi-way boulevard design principles.
The meeting ended at approximately 8:45 PM.

